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196 THE "ULAMA OF FARANGI MAHALL

to endorse colonial rule by receiving its honours or using its courts of
justice. They are well represented by Hajji Abid Husayn, the first chief
administrator of the institution. In the 1890s he opposed the expansion
of the madrasa, regarding it purely as a local school rather than an
instrument for the reformation of Islam on the subcontinent and
beyond, and he was supported by most of the worthies of Deoband
town, government servants, municipal commissioners, those in fact
who made British rule work in the locality. He does not seem to have
favoured the scripturalist reforming aims of the institution, nor was
he particularly enthusiastic about the reformed and purified Sufism
of Hajji Imdad Allah and the founders of the madrasa. His vision was
local: his Islam was as he found it in the locality.?” He seems to have
much in common with the sajjadas of Allahabad’s Da'ira Shah Hajjat
Allah, or those of the long-established shrines of the Punjab. The actions
of one learned man, the very influential Ahmad Rada Khan (1855—
1921) of Bareilly, present our conclusion yet more clearly. He was the
foremost supporter of unreformed Sufism in India and sent out to the
qasbahs and villages of northern India hundreds of pupils who preached
the intercession of saints and other questionable Islamic practices.
At the same time he supported the colonial government loudly and
~vigorously through World War I, and through the Khilalat Movement,
when he opposed Mahatma Gandhi, alliance with the.nationalist
movement, and non-cooperation with the British. Adherence to local,
custom-centred Islam, and opposition to internationally conscious,
reformed Islam, seemed to go hand in hand with support for colonial
rule.?®
Finally there are those ‘ulama and Sufis whose very willingness to
tolerate British rule, for a time at least, must be construed as a form of
support. Here we turn to the two great schools of northern India, those
of Deoband and Farangi Mahall. The Deoband school, which was
founded in 1867, grew directly out of the work of Shah Wali Allah and
was the lineal descendant of the family madrasa, where reformist ideas

¥7B. Metcalf, ‘The Madrasa at Deoband: A Model for Religious Education in
India’, Modern Asian Studies, X1, 1, 1978, pp. 124-33.

#Robinson, Separatism, pp. 269, 293, 325, 422; W.C. Smith, Modern Islam
in India (London, 1946), pp. 294-5.
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